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Day 2: 3.3 Relating Polynomial Functions and Equations

Determining x - intercepts graphically using your calculator

What are 2 other terms that are used to mean x - intercept??
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Determining the x-intercepts by factoring

We can determine the x-intercepts of a polynomial function by 
factoring its equation.  Then we can use these x-intercepts to graph the 
function.  Determining the x-intercepts is referred to as solving the 
equation.

Example #5:
Solve for x. x

3
 + 7x

2
 + 12x = 0
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Example #6
Consider the equation x

2
 + kx + 8 = 0.  For what value(s) of k is one 

root double the other root?
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